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The Mission of a University Education


Parents with children who are graduating from high school this month should still play a major role in the university or college of choice of their children.  The next four or five years of the lives of their adolescent children are extremely important for their long-term human and professional development.  They need to be guided with more mature criteria for judgment since it is possible that peer pressure, social status, or other frivolous reasons may prevail in the choice of a university.


In all sincerity, it is the purpose of this article to convince parents to persuade their children to enroll in the University of Asia and the Pacific if they have actually already been admitted to this university in which I am now a Professor Emeritus.  Although I realize that I may be accused of being biased, I want to make sure that parents are fully aware of the nature of the education that is imparted  UA&P.   Our University is relatively young compared to the well-established state and private universities that compete for the best high school graduates of the country.  Started as a graduate school of economics known as the Center for Research and Communication in 1967, the UA&P began to offer college courses in June 1989 and has had the status of a full-blown university since 1995.  Having a shorter history, we have to try harder to give abundant and accurate information about our offerings so that we can attract the best high school graduates.


The strongest point of UA&P is the solid liberal arts formation that it gives to its students, whatever their professional specializations in later years.  The emphasis on the humanities and the classical studies of the Great Books (including those written by Oriental authors) was a legacy of the educational and pedagogical experiences of the founders of this educational institution.  Among the individuals who founded CRC were Dr. Jesus Estanislao, Dr. Placido Mapa Jr., Dr. Jose Romero Jr., Mr. Antonio Ozaeta and myself.  Giving much sound advice to us were the late Dr. Armand Fabella and Dr. Onofre Corpuz who was the Secretary of Education encouraging us to start an innovative graduate school in 1967. 


A common denominator among these individuals was their intimate knowledge of the undergraduate education given at the famous Harvard University and in the case, of Dr. Romero, at Cambridge University.  The educational experience of undergraduates at Harvard College is actually no different from that of the students who have benefited through the centuries from the world-famous Cambridge University and Oxford University.  In essence, the high quality of education given in these universities can be attributed to the high priority assigned to the study of the humanities and to the one-on-one tutoring given to each student by highly dedicated mentors.   There is a high ratio of faculty to students to guarantee the whole-person development of each pupil.  Education is never undertaken en masse, as is the case in the large universities that proliferate in the Philippines. At UA&P, there is one faculty member for every 10 to 12 students.


At UA&P, no student can proceed to his or her specialized professional course without first being thoroughly familiar with the great authors such as Aristotle, Plato, Socrates, Homer, Dante, Lao Tze, Confucius, Shakespeare, etc.  The liberal arts training also exposes the students to music and art, history, philosophy, theology, and the social studies.  Unique to UA&P is an obligatory course on the history, culture, politics and economics of the countries in the Asia Pacific region.  Through all the readings, essays and term papers, and classroom discussion centering on the liberal arts courses, the students reach a high level of proficiency in writing and speaking in English.  The feedback we have systematically obtained from the companies that employ our graduates is that their well-rounded education is their most important ticket to rising in the corporate ladder faster than graduates from other universities.


The emphasis on a liberal arts foundation, however, does not blind the authorities of UA&P to the need for cultivating technical skills in our students that will be their passport to their first jobs.  As the business community knows, CRC has been around for 42 years providing business with vital information about the global, regional, national, and sectoral economies.  Through this long-standing contact we have had with the business community, it has been relatively easy for our students to find work in our partner enterprises who often are already giving on-the-job training to our students while they are still in their last year of college.  This very close link with the business community is made easier because all our professional offerings are focused on business needs.


Our Industrial Economics Program and our School of Management are obviously directly oriented to the needs of business.  The Integrated Marketing Communications Program has been supplying advertising companies and marketing divisions of large corporations with topnotch professionals in marketing communications.  Our Information Technology offering has provided software and business process outsourcing companies with supervisors and consultants.  Even our School of Education (which is known as the School of Education and Human Development) is a source of practitioners in organizational development and human resource development in business as well as for entrepreneurs who put up nursery, grade and high schools.  The specialization in Political Economy has been very useful to those who end up analyzing political risks for business decision makers.  Given the common focus on business applications of the skills acquired during the specialization years of our students, we can really consider the University of Asia and the Pacific the business school par excellence.  For comments, my email address is bvillegas@uap.edu.ph. 
