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Celebrating as a Barca Fan


As a former resident of the beautiful city of Barcelona, I am still euphoric about the historic treble that the football club FC Barcelona achieved during the 2008-2009 Season.  No other Spanish team, not even the great Real Madrid, has ever won the National League, the King's Cup and the Champions League in the same season.  What makes this triple victory especially meaningful is that it is the debut of Barca coach Pep Guardiola.


For me, it was especially exhilarating because my sabbatical in Barcelona during 2007 and 2008 coincided with the hapless two years when Barca suffered a trophy drought and their fans were very unhappy with the Club President, their former coach and some star players like Ronaldinho and Deco.  I shared the frustrations of my Catalan friends and continued to hope for the day when a new team under a new coach would redeem the reputation that they gained in the early 1990s.  Indeed, as AFP reported last June 2, 2009, with Spain's Euro 2008 heroes Xavi and Andres Iniesta feeding the striking trio of Lionel Messi, Samuel Eto'o and Thierry Henry, Barelona destroyed teams at home and abroad with a scintillating brand of football that reminded football fans of the "dream team" of Johan Cruyff.


In modern soccer history, the glory days of Barca were in the early 1990s when Johan Cruyff was the coach and Pep Guardiola was the Captain.  That "Dream team" won four successive league titles between 1991 and 1994 along with the 1992 European Cup.  It must also be remembered that the Summer Olympics was held in Barcelona in 1992.   Since then, every Barca side has been measured against Cruyff's great side.  Seventeen years later, Guardiola wrote his own history by guiding Barcelona to the treble, leaving Real Madrid and Manchester United in its wake.


I actually woke up at 3:00 a.m. last May 28 to watch live the finals of the Champions League between Manchester United and Barca.  I felt completely united to the millions of Barca fans in Catalunya and other parts of the world, cheering for the new dream team.  I must have awakened the whole house as I literarily shrieked at the two fantastic goals of Messi and Eto'o.  I got a special kick at the helpless expression of glamor boy Cristiano Ronaldo, star player then of Manchester United.  Seeing how he was neutralized by the "Barcelona" style of passing the ball, I have no fears that his joining Real Madrid (with another glamor personality Kaka from Brazil) will threaten the superiority of my dream team from Barcelona.  I am willing to recklessly forecast that Barca will regain at least the National League championship next season since coach Guardiola will have more time to perfect the team work that is the key to the success of his team this season.  As Ferguson of Manchester United himself remarked, Barca has gotten another valuable player in Pique whom it just purchased from ManU.


Now that I have shifted from economic forecasting to soccer forecasting, I may as well make another bold prediction.  The Spanish team will win the World Cup in South Africa if it qualifies for the finals.  After all, it is now the reigning champion in the Olympics.  I am keeping my interest in soccer red hot because I am working with my friend Josh Thomson, Marketing Director of FC Barcelona for Asia, to increase the popularity of soccer in the Philippines.  For the nth time, let me repeat that it does not make sense that our national sport is basketball when we are a nation of dwarves (unanos in Tagalog and enanos in Spanish).  There is no way we can ever be world or even regional champions in basketball.  But looking at the height of Messi, Iniesta and Xavi (Spanish enanos themselves), I am convinced that if we put more effort in encouraging the Filipino youth to play soccer, we can up our own "dream teams."  Helping Josh and myself are soccer enthusiasts Fred Uytengsu, Danny Moran, and others.  I will inform my readers from time to time about this long-term program of ours.  For comments, my email address is bvillegas@uap.edu.ph.
